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Introductions

Who are you?

What semester are you in?

What industry do you work in?

When have you ever used this Exploratory Data Analysis stuff?



Getting to know EDA

Exploratory Data Analysis (EDA) is a philosophy as to how 

we dissect a data set; what we look for; how we look; and 

how we interpret. 

Key References: 

Å NIST http://www.itl.nist.gov/div898/handbook/eda/section1/eda11.htm

Å Tukey, John (1977), Exploratory Data Analysis, Addison-

Wesley.

http://www.itl.nist.gov/div898/handbook/eda/section1/eda11.htm


EDA Utility

Å Maximize insight into a data set and into its underlying 

structure

Å Get a "feel" for the data, know what is and is not in the 

data

Å Use our innate pattern-recognition and comparative 

abilities to assess the data

Å Setup the next phase of the process where we leverage 

the data for improvements



Getting to know YOUR data

We are given a big pile of data (a tipping 

floor of data) ïwhy do we collect it and 

SHOULD we do something based on it? Can 

we SORT IT OUT?





Getting to know YOUR data


